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the total munitions in the armouries were insufficient to
sustain fire for twenty-four hours in a modern war. The
troops that went to Campomanes at the time of the revolu-
tion in Asturias in 1934 could not carry even first-aid kits.
For this reason many soldiers had been victims of gangrene.
The War Ministry proposed to remedy this evil immedi-
ately, and so it searched for the most eminent and efficient
co-workers. For the position of chief of staff "the general of
greatest prestige" was chosen. Franco, who was at that time
commanding officer of the army in Morocco. General Fanjul
was named assistant secretary, and General Coded director
of aeronautics. The Supreme War Council was organized,
the presidency of which, during the frequent absences of the
minister, was exercised by General Franco.
And there began a work without rest, which was to last
six months, only to be checked by the tortuous, crafty, and
deceitful politics so pleasing to Don Niceto Alcala Zamora.
The minister had the complete confidence of the General
Staff, especially that of his chief, and there was not the
least divergence in any respect. Their work was harmonious.
A sane spirit of justice reigned, in which favouritism had no
place.
An enormous amount of work was being done. General
Franco appeared at his office at nine o'clock in the morning
and remained there until three or three-thirty o'clock in the
afternoon. An hour later he was again at his desk, continu-
ing work until ten or later in the evening. In the offices of
the Ministry they worked as though with the assurance that
they were carrying out a work of the greatest national interest,
which would redound to the welfare and benefit of Spain.
Out of the chaos to which the army had been reduced by
sectarian, unfortunate, unpatriotic politics, it began to revive
with gallantry and vigour.
As a fundamental preliminary for the plan outlined, the